INSTINCT.-INTELLIGENCE AJND CHARACTER
pated from the frequent verbal superficial associations occur-
ring in his analyses. To one reading his writings it seems
almost as though the differences between individuals in
respect to freedom of imagination, exuberance of fancy,
originality of ideas, was not so much due to lack of ability
to make these connections as to the action of a Censor in
refusing them admission to the Stage of consciousness.
They are freely made in the unconscious, and if they escape
are ingenious or witty or mad; but mostly they are
repressed as incongruous. Wit is just such an incongruity
with a thread of connection, made in the unconscious but
seized on by consciousness. And if this is so there should
surely be wit in dreams, as there is certainly madness and
poetry. Personally, I know that I often dream puns and
jokes. Six months ago, westbound on the Atlantic, and a
trifle worried as to what to do with a medicinally minute
flask of whisky in my luggage, I dreamt I was making a
public speech in which I referred, with great effect, to the
United States as "that land of liberty without licence"
And in New York, having noted with amusement that
each and every taxicab showed a notice "lowest rate,"
I dreamt I saw a man affixing a detachable S before the
former of these two words.
"Variation/* says Thorndike in a notable phrase, "is
the first requisite for progress in the behaviour of an
individual, as it is in the development of the race." The
suggestion here made is that this variation, from which
the environment by the satisfactions and pains of social
taboos selects the adult surviving ideas and habits of
thought, is perhaps sometimes too rigidly pruned and
weeded out by this Censor of consciousness: that educa-
tion by taming the wilderness may be turning it not into
a garden of delightful surprises but a desert of artificial
funeral wreaths, marking the graves of associations which
might have been the germs of invention in science or art
or poetry. We harden as we grow older. The Censor has
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